
 

 

 
 

Heavy Vehicle National Law breached by LORAC 

Australian heavy freight businesses were taken aback on 25th March 2020 when news broke of Laing O’Rourke 
Australia Construction Pty Ltd (LORAC) offering an enforced undertaking to the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator 
(NHVR). ( LORAC) is an English multinational construction company and arguably the largest privately owned 
construction company in the United Kingdom. 
 
It was the first enforced undertaking (EU) originating from a Heavy Vehicle National Law (HVNL) breach in 
Australia. LORAC was allegedly found to be at breach, according to a Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) report. 
It has been stated that on two confirmed occasions LORAC failed to comply with the mass requirements as 
required by s 96(1)(c) of the Heavy Vehicle National Law (HVNL), as follows:  

 

● On 16 October 2018, a registered heavy vehicle operated by LORAC was weighed and was found to be 
21.2% in excess of its permitted weight; and  

● On 24 May 2019, a further registered heavy vehicle operated by LORAC was weighed and was found to 
be 34.6% in excess of its permitted weight.  

 
Transport for New South Wales (formerly the RMS) then prosecuted Laing O’Rourke for these HVNL breaches - 
however, LORAC quickly moved to offer an EU to avoid prosecution and agree upon an alternative resolution. 
The estimated value of the enforceable undertaking is $249,500.   
 
The enforceable undertaking is targeted at improving procedures, awareness and education in relation to the 
HVNL and includes commitments to: 
 

● ensure the breaches have ceased and will not re-occur;  
● ensure the ongoing management of public risks associated with heavy freight activities;  
● disseminate information about the enforceable undertaking to workers and other relevant parties in 

the Chain of Responsibility;  
● provide Chain of Responsibility training to employees to increase awareness, knowledge and skills 

regarding Chain of Responsibility legislation;   
● invite external partners within the supply chain to participate in the Chain of Responsibility training;   
● complete a third-party transport safety management system audit.  
● monitor compliance of all activities agreed above.  

 
The National Heavy Vehicle Regulator was notified - it is authorised by the HVNL to accept undertakings of 
such nature – and in the end, with the acceptance of terms, the EU was approved.   
 
The whole sector should be made aware of this case, and should be acting immediately to ensure compliance 
with the HVNL terms.  

  
  


